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■""tTibUR MESSAGES HAVE BEEN INVALUABLE. HAPS. AND I HAVE MET 
|W ITH LE DUC THO/AND XUAN TH'JY FOR AN HOUR AND 20\;INJTES THIS MORNING 
AND I COVERED /OUR MESSAGE OF N0VSM3ER 22 IN DETAIL.. THERE IS NO 
QUESTION THAT/IT SOBERED HIM CO NSIDZR ABLY. HE ORE'/ HEAVILY UPON 
COMMUNIST JARGON A30UT OPPRESSED PEOPLE'S REACTING STRONGLY TO THREATS 
BUT THE MANNER IN WHICH HE OUTLINED HIS POSITION CLBARLY INDICACT2D Tif 

THE MESSAGE GOT THROUGH. HE THEN, IN A COMCILI ATORY j.RATIONAL WAY 
POINTED OUT THAT NORTH VIETNAM’S PROBLEM WAS THAT THEY HAD EMASCULATED 
THEIR POLITICAL DEMANDS, AGREED TO LEAVE THIEU IN OFFTCE, MET OUR 
DEMANDS WttTH RESPECT TO THE CEASE-FIRE IN LAOS AND HAD NOW EVEN 
AGREED Ta THE DE FACTO REMOVAL OF SOME TROOPS J 

FROM T HR NORTHERN PART OF SOUTH VIETNAM. HOW, HE ASKED, 

COULD THEY NOW BE EXPECTED TO LEAVE THOUSANDS OF THEIR PEOPLE LANGUISH- 
ING IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE JAILS AND AGREE TO SPECI FIc/lAMGUAG E WITH 
RESPECT TAO NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOUTH, f IMPRESSED UPON HIM 
THAT WE M ERE NOW AT THE DECISIVE STAGE. HE AGREED 7 AND INDICATED A 
WILLINGNESS TO -MAKS ANOTHER EFFORT. I AM MEETINQ/WITH THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE AMBASSADORS AT S:30 TONIGHT, PARIS TIME AND WILL. COVER WITH 
THEM YOUR EXCELLENT MESSAGE OF NOVEMBER 24. / 

THE OVERALL SITUATION IS NOW AS FOLLOWS:/ 
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